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around without a blink of an eye and 
ask for $200 billion to keep the war 
going in Iraq, without any kind of 
deadlines or timelines or any kind of 
shift in the focus. That’s the frus-
trating part. 

Before I yield to my friend, I would 
just like to say there has been a pat-
tern here. On September 11 or after 
September 11, Mr. MURPHY, it was go 
shopping. And then during the whole 
SCHIP debate, it was, well, they can go 
to the emergency room, these kids. 
Then during Katrina it was, ‘‘You’re 
doing a good job, Brownie,’’ consist-
ently these flippant remarks that the 
President tends to make that lacks an 
understanding of the seriousness of 
some of these situations. 

So it is frustrating as we are trying 
to make some investments into the 
United States of America, into this 
country, and the President consist-
ently, with a small band of Republican 
supporters, is able to veto this, and un-
fortunately, we don’t have enough 
votes in the House yet to override 
these vetoes. 

I yield to my friend. 
Mr. MEEK of Florida. Thank you so 

very much, Mr. RYAN, and I want to 
thank the Members and Mr. ALTMIRE 
for hosting this hour and anchoring 
this hour for us. It is always good to 
see Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. She has 
been busy. There are a lot of appropria-
tions bills coming through the floor. 
And Mr. MURPHY has so much to offer 
to this 30-something. 

Mr. RYAN, I appreciate the fact that 
you took us down Memory Lane, espe-
cially what this administration has 
done. Being one that pays attention to 
history and appreciates those that 
have contributed to this country, 
whether it be in battle or service in the 
military and those families that are 
waiting for their loved ones to come 
home, whether it be a son or a daugh-
ter or a sister or a brother or a mother, 
waiting, I think it is important for us 
to recognize right here in the moment, 
I can’t help but think and reflect on 
the contributions of those Americans 
before me, the sacrifices that they have 
made that was just regular order that 
we call here in Congress, it was just an-
other day. But these were heroes and 
sheroes that stood on behalf of this 
country and wanted to carry out the 
will of the American people. Some-
times we get caught up here in Wash-
ington about what we think. I think 
it’s important to note that seven out of 
10 Americans have a bad feeling about 
what is going on in Iraq, the direction 
that we are going in. This New Direc-
tion Congress has tried to steer this ad-
ministration in the right direction, but 
I’m just going to put it on the lap of 
those that are in Congress. The Presi-
dent is not running again. 

I actually got up pretty early this 
morning and had a chance to go down 
to Morning Journal and have a chance 
to sit there and take calls from the 
American people. As you know, you get 
a cross section of Democrats, Repub-
licans, independents, what have you. 

But I think it is very, very important 
for us to realize, four Republicans to-
night voted in the affirmative on H.R. 
4156, which is the Orderly and Respon-
sible Iraq Redeployment Appropria-
tions Act of 2008. I think it is impor-
tant that people note that in that bill, 
it put forth $50 billion under the $200 
billion that the President called for. 
And the veto that you were talking 
about a little earlier as it relates to 
the health centers, as it relates to the 
research that has to take place dealing 
with the illness that many Americans 
are facing, family members that have 
cancer right now that need that re-
search, need those dollars. The Presi-
dent vetoes those dollars. 

So I think it is important for the 
Members here on the floor and the 
Members that are listening to what we 
are saying here on the floor and the 
staff members that are listening and 
the Americans that are listening that 
we pay very close attention. Everyone 
has to be a part of this paradigm shift 
in Washington, DC. It just can’t be the 
majority we have here in the House 
and the one majority we have in the 
Senate, because if we had 60 votes, Ms. 
WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, we would be able 
to move the agenda that the American 
people call for. 

So my contribution tonight would be 
to, well, one, to our Republican friends 
on the other side of the aisle that don’t 
allow us to have enough votes to be 
able to override the President, that the 
American people will hold them in 
judgment. To the Members in the Sen-
ate that feel that whatever the reason 
may be to not allow us to override the 
President, because the President is not 
running again, but you are, that the 
American people, independent, Repub-
lican, Democrat, first-time voter will 
let their voice be heard in 2008. That’s 
the good thing about this whole thing, 
the fact that I know in this democracy 
that people are paying attention to 
what is going on. 

You cannot justify, ladies and gentle-
men, when you look in the face of 10 
million children that have to receive 
health care and say that, well, it’s 
okay for the President to veto and for 
me to stand by the President and not 
by those children, it’s okay for us to 
continue on in a war with no account-
ability, and then we have the 
Blackwater incident, and then we have 
other incidents that are there. So the 
only thing that I am excited about is 
the fact that the American people are 
paying attention. But if it was about 
politics, I would just sit in my office 
and allow the President to do what he 
does and a very small majority as it re-
lates to Republicans standing by the 
President because I know one day the 
Americans will rise up and the Amer-
ican spirit will rise up and we will see 
a different America. That is what I am 
praying for and I am hoping for very 
soon. 

Mr. RYAN, I think you are 110 percent 
right. I think we need to remind the 
Members of the past. We need to make 

sure that we recognize those Members 
that were once Members of Congress 
but decided to follow the President, 
and the American people took them 
out of office, and as far as I am con-
cerned, if you don’t want to stand on 
behalf of those that sent us here, then 
you are making a career decision. The 
bottom line is we have men and women 
in harm’s way right now. 

Mr. ALTMIRE. That is a perfect 
segue for what I wanted to get into 
right now, and we are going to, I think, 
conclude on this topic because this is 
certainly the most important issue fac-
ing the country today is the war in 
Iraq. I think anybody would agree. 
What this House did today is, as the 
gentleman from Florida talked about, 
try to get a handle on this situation 
and try to put a plan in place where 
none exists today on what our mission 
is going to be in Iraq. 

I was going to talk a little bit about 
what we did today in the House, what 
the bill said, and I will turn it over to 
Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ to go into a 
little bit more detail. H.R. 4156 requires 
the redeployment of U.S. troops from 
Iraq to begin within 30 days of enact-
ment with a target for completion of 
December 15, 2008. It requires transi-
tion in the mission of U.S. forces in 
Iraq from primarily combat to force 
protection and diplomatic protection, 
limited support to Iraqi security forces 
and targeted counterterrorism oper-
ations. 

The bill prohibits deployment of any 
U.S. troops not fully equipped and 
trained. Is there anybody who can dis-
agree with that? Waivable with a presi-
dential national security certification. 
So it gives the President the ability to 
waive that requirement if he feels it is 
necessary. It extends to all U.S. Gov-
ernment agencies and personnel the 
limitations of the Army Field Manual 
on permissible interrogation tech-
niques. That means no torture, some-
thing that this House has voted on in 
the past. It is in the Army manual 
today. It just says you have to abide by 
what is in the Army Field Manual as it 
is currently written. And finally, as we 
discussed, it provides $50 billion to 
meet the needs of the troops in Iraq 
and Afghanistan but defers the consid-
eration of the remainder of the Presi-
dent’s nearly $200 billion request. 

So this is a responsible course of ac-
tion. The House passed it today. 

I will yield to the gentlewoman from 
Florida at this point to give her views 
on this issue. 

Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ. Thank 
you, Mr. ALTMIRE. 

Here is the bottom line. There is a 
dramatic and stark difference between 
the Republicans’ priorities and the 
Democrats’ priorities. There is one pri-
ority, and only one that you will ever 
hear from the other side, and that is to 
continue to fund the war in Iraq, con-
tinue to put our troops in harm’s way, 
continue to have their families sepa-
rated from them, continue for them to 
have longer and longer tours of duty, 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 03:28 Jan 10, 2008 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00089 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\RECORD07\H14NO7.REC H14NO7m
m

ah
er

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

76
 w

ith
 C

O
N

G
-R

E
C

-O
N

LI
N

E


